How to Apply: 2026–2027 Building Healthy Communities Interim Funding Opportunity
Interim Funding & Program Transition
The Duke Office of Community Health is currently retooling the regular Building Healthy Communities Grant Program. During this transition, Duke is offering a one-time interim funding opportunity to continue supporting community-led work. A total of $80,000 is available, and eligible organizations may request up to $15,000. New Building Healthy Communities funding opportunities and application cycles will be announced in the New Year.

Receiving interim funding will not affect an organization’s eligibility to apply for future Building Healthy Communities opportunities.

Funding Policy
Interim requests should support at least one of the following focus areas:
• Housing
• Healthy Food
• Access to Healthcare
• Other community health needs

Funds must not be used for:
• Political campaigns or political parties
• Requests that would primarily benefit a specific individual person or persons

Eligibility
• Applicant must be a charitable organization qualified as tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code.
• Organizations that have previously received Building Healthy Communities funding must be current on required reports from prior awards.
• Applicant organizational practices must follow Duke’s Inclusive Excellence Principles and Cultures promoting respectful conduct and welcome people within the organization’s structure and programming.

Application Timeline & Procedures
1. Submit the online application between September 28 and October 30, 2026.
2. Organizations may request up to $15,000. Applicants should request an amount appropriate to the proposed work; partial awards may be considered.
3. Applications will be reviewed in November, with funding decisions anticipated in early December 2026.
4. Awardees will complete a brief end-of-award reflection focused on what occurred, who benefited, what was learned, and important outcomes or next steps.
5. The interim opportunity is separate from the redesigned Building Healthy Communities funding opportunities that will be announced in the New Year.

Required with the Application
• A letter from the Internal Revenue Service indicating Section 501(c)(3) tax-exempt status.
• A copy of the organization’s current W-9, dated within the 12 months prior to the request.
• A simple itemized budget describing how requested funds would support the proposed work.

Applicant Support
Participation in the information session or office hours is optional and will not affect funding decisions.
• Information Session: Monday, September 28th, 2026 | 3:00–4:00 p.m.
• Office Hours: Monday, October 12 | 3:00–4:00 p.m.; Monday, October 19 | 3:00–4:00 p.m.; Monday, October 26 | 3:00–4:00 p.m.
For additional information, contact Scott Brummel at 919-681-4041 or scott.brummel@duke.edu
